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Art that speaks against violence

 

October 26, 2008 10:52 AM - A Mississauga band and many other performers in Peel are expressing their anti-violence messages through their art. 
At Mississauga Central Library's Noel Ryan Auditorium yesterday (Oct. 25), Cross Your Fingers performed in public for the first time to a crowd of 60 peers, parents and anti-violence supporters.
As part of the first Youth Arts Against Violence (YAAV) Festival that showcases visual arts, dance, music, drama, photography and spoken word by several Peel youth ages 12-24, the four teenagers performed music that tuned out violence.
Singer and guitarist, Matt Sowinski said he and his band mates, Gene Nillas, Daniel Castro and Chris Ferrari, are excited about contributing to a good cause. 
"There's a lot of violence in the world right now and a lot of problems going on," said the 16-year-old, who said the band formed in May. "We're a bunch of young people getting together to try to change it and try to make a difference."
Sasha Allison, the YAAV Coordinator at Rapport Youth & Family Services said this festival is a creative outlet for youths to speak about issues today.
"An event like this is actually advocating the voices of the young people, what violence means to them in their community and how much it has affected them," said the 31-year-old, who is also a spoken word artist. "Actually having these young people being advocates brings a strong message that can be identified by other young people."
Reggie Lewis, who works with youth at the Peel Youth Village and manned a table at YAAV Festival said the message was heard loud and clear.
"We're living in a time where there's violence everywhere with wars around the world, movies with a lot of violence and so forth with music," said the 29-year-old. "I think right now is the time you can get youth involved standing up against the violence that they're seeing and experiencing in their lives."
He added, "You can't ask for something better than a festival that talks about youth against violence. I'm happy to be here, happy to help and be here in any way that I can."
Along with the performances that got the crowd rapping and clapping along, the festival also featured flower pot art, beaded jewelry, henna art, caricature art and an art auction that displayed anti-violence artwork by Peel youth and students from Mississauga's St. Marcellinus Secondary School. 
But Allison said the festival is just a fraction of a project that she plans to spearhead to increase youths' self-esteem and self-confidence, highlighting the positive aspects of youth in the community.
She hopes to expand and involve schools, community centres and especially the youth.
The YAAV Festival was hosted by the Rapport Youth & Family Services in collaboration with Our Place Peel, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Peel, Peel Youth Village, Sexual Assault/Rape Crisis Centre of Peel, many of which, are based in Mississauga. 
Allison said youth can get involved in many YAAV arts projects at the Square One Youth Centre on Mondays from 4-6 p.m. and the Eclypse Youth Resource Centre in Brampton on Tuesdays and Thursday from 4-6 p.m.
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